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GREENS (WA) — VOTING RECORD — STATEMENT BY THE LEADER OF THE HOUSE 
Statement 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [10.05 pm]: I rise to comment on a debate that occurred on 
committee reports last Wednesday. I was not in the chamber when the debate occurred but it related to the thirty-
sixth report tabled by the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations. A quite vigorous debate 
ensued on the report and what was contained in it, and Hon Norman Moore made some comments about my role 
on that committee. As we will not have the opportunity this week to continue that debate, I want to — 
Hon Norman Moore: We actually will have. We are still having committee reports tomorrow. 
Hon GIZ WATSON: Are we? In that case, I might sit down and allow Hon Linda Savage time to speak. 
Hon Kate Doust: You can say it again tomorrow! 
Hon GIZ WATSON: Would members like to hear it twice? I only wanted to say it once! I will take your advice, 
Mr President. I think we have 18 minutes left, so Hon Linda Savage will get 10 minutes — 
Hon Norman Moore: Hopefully we will get to go home. 
Hon GIZ WATSON: Does Hon Norman Moore want to go home? 
Hon Norman Moore: That would be a good idea. 
Hon GIZ WATSON: I will be relatively brief. I am quoting from the Hansard in which Hon Norman Moore 
said — 

Hon Giz Watson is part of the Labor–Green coalition. Has the member not noticed that? 
The Leader of the House was referring to an interjection from Hon Ken Travers. Hon Norman Moore 
continued — 

Perhaps we could just call it an alliance. That is probably a more appropriate term. 
The bit I had particular concerns about was the following — 

Ninety-nine times out of 100 the Greens side with the Labor Party, so it is the same mob for all intents 
and purposes. When it comes to the committee, it is essentially the same mob working together. 

I was disappointed in those comments because I have been here for a long time, including when government 
members were in opposition. I want to run through a number of times when I have not voted with the Labor 
Party on quite a number of issues. Some of them are, I think, quite significant. I will restrict my comments to the 
committee work because I think that is relevant to the matter that was raised. I can give a number of examples of 
the Liberal Party in opposition wanting to establish a number of select committees. I can tell members absolutely 
that the Labor government members were not at all keen on establishing them. I refer to the establishment of the 
Select Committee on Advocacy for Children, which was chaired by Hon Barbara Scott and which the Greens 
supported. Another committee was the Select Committee on the Adequacy of Foster Care Assessment 
Procedures by the Department for Community Development, which Hon Robyn McSweeney proposed to 
establish. There was much debate about the terms of reference of the committee and I suggested a number of 
compromises that were eventually passed by the majority—the Liberals plus the Greens—and that select 
committee was established. There was also the Select Committee into the Department of Education and Training. 
Hon Norman Moore moved that motion and it was supported by the Greens. That committee was established and 
produced a report. There was also the Select Committee into the Raid on The Sunday Times. Hon Norman Moore 
moved that motion also, which again was supported by the Greens. 
Hon Max Trenorden: I see a pattern emerging. 
Hon GIZ WATSON: The member sees a pattern emerging! 
Hon Norman Moore: It was obvious that you had to support us on those two. It is nothing to do with politics; it 
is just that right was on our side and you couldn’t resist. 
Hon GIZ WATSON: That is how we make our decisions. If we think the establishment of an inquiry or select 
committee is in the public interest and there is good evidence for it, we will support it. I can go back further. 
There was a proposal by Hon Derrick Tomlinson to establish a select committee on Aboriginal health services in 
Western Australia. We did not actually support the establishment of that select committee, but we supported the 
establishment of an inquiry into the Department of Health funds provided to Western Australian Aboriginal 
community controlled health organisations. It was a bit more of a restricted inquiry, but we certainly supported 
it. That inquiry was opposed by the Labor government. There was another one.   
Hon Norman Moore: You should stop now, because you are destroying your reputation.  
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Hon GIZ WATSON: That is the problem. I probably will not go on, but there were a number. I am looking 
across the chamber and remembering the establishment of an inquiry into the Balga Works program, which was 
the initiative of Hon Peter Collier. Again, it was not an inquiry that the government of the day wanted. I just 
wanted to put on the record that there have been many occasions in this Parliament when the Greens and I, on 
behalf of the Greens, have lent — 
Hon Max Trenorden: I think you’re a closet Liberal!   
Hon GIZ WATSON: Now you are trying to ruin my reputation!   
To conclude my comments, having asked one of my researchers to kindly go back over the record — 
Hon Norman Moore: How many have you got?   
Hon GIZ WATSON: How many researchers? One.  
Hon Norman Moore: You said “one of my researchers”.  
Hon GIZ WATSON: I can explain that; the position is job-shared. I have actually two researchers but there is 
only one full-time position. I am just fortunate to have two very hardworking researchers. My researcher 
concluded by saying that what comes through very clearly when looking at the debate on motions to set up 
various committees is that our role has repeatedly been to come up with amendments and alternatives 
satisfactory to both the Liberal and Labor parties when we were in the balance of power. I just wanted to remind 
members opposite that there have been many examples of the Greens assisting the work of the Parliament by 
facilitating the establishment of committees of inquiry.  
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